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can never be allayed except by a new way of life, both
individual and national, which can be found only in a com-
bination of the ideals of the East and the West, by which
the means of life and all that concerns them are subordinated
to the ends of life, In a recent interview Count Ernst zu
Reventhow, a distinguished retired German naval officer,
who has acquired a considerable reputation among his
countrymen and abroad by his contributions to this problem
in the German Press, stated that " commercial rivalry and
jealousy was, to his mind, one of the main causes of the ill-
feeling between Great Britain and Germany." * Until that
cause is removed, both countries will be involved in a vicious
circle. Germany considers a strong fleet necessary to
guarantee satisfactory relations with Great Britain, while
that strong German fleet was a constant source of appre-
hension to Great Britain.

Notwithstanding the formal treaties she has made, and
the professions of good-will and peace which have been made
by her representatives, the greatest danger to peace in the
Far East will probably come from the aggressive policy of
Russia, With her immense resources both in men and in
materials, it is not surprising to find that the military and
official parties in Russia have threatened a war of revenge,
and the fear of that has compelled Japan to take steps
which give the impression of an aggressive military spirit,
but which are only intended to safeguard her dearly won
position, and to make her prepared for any emergency which
may arise, The danger on either side does not come from
the great body of the people who have to bear the burdens
of armaments and of war, but from the bureaucrats and
military and naval men who use their positions to gratify
their personal ambitions, It is to be hoped that these will
be restrained not only by the wills of the peoples of the two
countries, but also by the opinion of the civilised world uttered
through a representative body which will command respect

Russia and France have, for a good many years, been

1 Cf, Nineteenth Century, May 1909, p. 731.